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Artrain USA

A VEHICLE FOR PERSONAL GROWTH

BY GAEL D. HANCOCK

With a childlike sense of wonder and delight, Irina Wolff

embraces her dual worlds: the German-American world she

grew up in, and the Native realm she has explored on her own.

. As a child, she lived in Florida with her German grandparents
- and mother. She ate German food, celebrated German and

- American holidays, and occasionally wore traditional German
dresses.

But Wolff also celebrated her father’s heritage—her mother
never let her forget him or the fact that he was full-blood
Mi’kmagq. To stay grounded in Native culture, Wolff attended
powwows, participated in the youth program of the Florida
Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs, and graduated with a
B.E.A. in museum studies from the Institute of American
Indian Arts in Santa Fe.
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It was her degree that led to a job with Artrain USA.
Artrain first pulled out of the station 34 years ago to take art
exhibitions in a rolling gallery to out-of-the way places via the
country’s rail system. The current exhibit touring the nation,
Native Views: Influences of Modern Culture, curated by Joanna

- Bigfeather (Western Cherokee and Mescalero Apache), will

travel through the end of 2007.

Working as a fellow through Artrain’s Maggic and Bob
Allesee Fellowship Program, Wolff arrived last year in the orga-
nization’s home office in Ann Arbor, Michigan in time to work
on the exhibit’s final preparations. €I was part of putting the
whole show together,” Wolff says. “I helped with painting,
preparing for the artwork and even doing some of the fact-
checking for the exhibition catalog.”
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